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MEMBERSHIP MEETING AT THE EAGLES CLUB IN MANDAN 
Wednesday, October 22, 2025 

Jam Session @ 6:30 pm- 7:30 Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

By-Law Changes and updates/ Nomination of Vice Pres and Sec-Treas 

Reports and other business items 

Free Beverages following the meeting 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE…By Brad Stockert
Fellow Live Music Supporters, 

As I wrap up my first year as President of the Musicians Association, I’d like to take a moment to reflect on 
what we’ve accomplished and share some thoughts on the year ahead.  

The MA has continued its mission of promoting live music through our longstanding programs: Band Shell 
Summer Concert Series, the Performance Fund, Kaleidoscope, and our newest addition, the Mandan Jam. 
These events have helped keep live music thriving in our community, and I’m proud of the work we’ve done 
together. 

Looking forward, I want us to think beyond the familiar – to step outside the box, or better yet, remove the box 
entirely. This is an open invitation to anyone with ideas for new events or initiatives. Whether it’s a singer/
songwriter showcase for emerging artists hosted by seasoned performers, or exploring genres like jazz or 
blues, I’m eager to hear your thoughts. We’ll also be resuming the Jam Sessions at our member meetings, 
thanks to Brandon Fischer. If you have ideas for venues or events you’d like to see us support or perform at, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out via the contact information below. 

A quick side note: This summer, we transitioned from listing personal contact details for board members on 
our website to using a dedicated business phone number and email. Interestingly, the number of inquiries I’ve 
received has increased significantly since then! 

Another key focus for the coming year is ensuring the longevity of the Musicians Association. That means 
welcoming new members, especially younger ones. I hope this sentiment is taken in the spirit it’s intended. 
About ten years ago, Vern Cermak encouraged me not only to join but to get more involved because I was 
“young(er).” Now, I’m the age Vern was when the MA was founded. It’s time to pass the torch to the next 
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generation, bringing fresh ideas and the energy to make them happen. Perhaps one of our upcoming events 
could be a membership drive in the form of a jam session or performance. 

On a personal note, I had the pleasure of attending two top-notch live music events this year. My wife, 
Michele, and I saw James Taylor in New Hampshire in July, and my mom, Connie, and I enjoyed Amy Grant’s 
concert at the Bismarck Event Center in September. There’s nothing quite like the inspiration and rejuvenation 
that comes from experiencing live music. 

It’s been an honor to serve as President of the Musicians Association this past year. I’m excited 
about what’s ahead and look forward to continuing our work to promote and support live music 
in our communities! 

2025 Summer Bandshell Concert Series…By Vernon Cermak
The 2025 Bandshell Summer Concert Series ran from June 9 to August 14, passing by in what felt like a flash. 
Originally scheduled for 40 nightly concerts, the series concluded with 37 performances, as three concerts 
were canceled due to smoke, rain, and extreme heat. 

The concert series received partial sponsorship from a grant provided by the ND Council on the Arts and the 
Mandan Progress Organization. In addition, eleven local businesses offered financial support as sponsors. 
These combined funds were essential in covering the costs associated with the series, including payments to 
performing artists, travel expenses, advertising, promotional activities, host fees, equipment replacement and 
repairs, and other miscellaneous expenses. The total expenses for the 2025 concert series amounted to 
$12,600, all of which was covered by grants and sponsorships. 

The “evening hosts,” who typically arrive around 6:30 PM, were responsible for setting up the sound 
equipment, making announcements, and taking down the sound equipment at the end of each night, usually 
departing between 9:00 and 9:15 PM. In recognition of their commitment and service, the Board approved a 
fee for their time, which was included in the grant and sponsorship budget. I would like to extend my heartfelt 
thanks to the following members, who demonstrated exceptional dedication every evening: Mark Horning, 
James Jiskra, Brandon Fischer, Nate Letteer, and Sheryl Cermak.  

As we plan for the 2026 Bandshell Summer Concert Series, it remains important to refresh our entertainment 
line-up to keep the series vibrant and engaging. The Bandshell Committee will work on choosing which groups 
to invite for the upcoming season and begin contacting potential performers for the 2026 season after Jan.1st. 

In Memory,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,By Vernon Cermak 

Ellis Pittenger, who served as President of AFM Local 229 from 1974 to 1978, passed away in February 2025, 
shortly after celebrating his 93rd birthday. He spent his final years at a senior care facility in Bella Vista, 
Arkansas, close to his son, Wes. Ellis was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Flora. Their remains were laid 
to rest together at the North Dakota Veterans Cemetery on September 25, 2025. 

Ellis was a longtime member of the band Melody Nights until 1978. After relocating to Arizona for the winter 
months, he continued performing with The Kountry Katz. A talented vocalist and bassist, Ellis brought joy to 
many through his music, and I had the privilege of performing alongside him in both groups. 



During his presidency, I served as Secretary-Treasurer of Local 229 and the Musicians Association. Ellis was not 
only a dedicated leader but also a mentor and passionate advocate for both Local 229 and the Musicians 
Association. He was a Life Member of AFM Local 229 and an Honorary Member of the Musicians Association. 
At the height of his leadership, Local 229 boasted 400 members and 65 active bands performing throughout 
the region. Live music was everywhere; it was truly a golden era. I deeply miss those days, those times, and 
most of all, I miss Ellis. 

Rest in peace, our dear Brother and Friend. 

2025 Performance Fund………..By Vernon Cermak 

The 2025 Performance Fund received generous support through a $5,000 grant from the Thomas & Francis 
Leach Foundation, along with a private donation of $500. Projected expenses for the year are estimated to 
range between $7,700 and $8,000. To make the program fully self-sustaining, we would need to secure an 
additional $2,200 to $2,500 in funding. 

An application for a $5,000 grant from the Thomas & Francis Leach Foundation for the 2026 season has already 
been submitted. Looking ahead, we may need to explore additional funding sources, such as business 
sponsorships, private donations, or alternative grant opportunities to ensure the continued success and 
financial stability of the program. 

Membership & Financial Report…. By Sheryl Cermak 

We have added six new members to our Association: DeAnn Bueligen, Ron Crowley, Don Emch, Jason Jund, 
John Lindvig, and Bryan Tibor. Welcome to the Musicians Association! Currently our roster consists of 93 
members. Dues for 2026 may be paid at the October membership meeting. 

Performance Fund: So far this year we have had 29 members who have used this fund to play at Nursing 
Homes. A total of $6000 has been paid through September. 

Arizona Winter Office: 

Vern & I will be leaving for Arizona the last week of October. Please send any mailing to our Arizona address: 
11425 E. University Dr., Lot 22, Apache Junction, AZ 85120. 

We will have our mail forwarded, but it takes longer to receive the forwarded mail than to have it sent to our 
AZ address.


